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purpose, Nelson was careful not to lesse.n this distant*!'; the, more so because the British, having tins wind, eould attack when they pleased, provided tin* enemy by <*on tinning to tlu* southward deprived themselves of the power to regain Cadi/,. Two British frigates were directed to kei*j> them in sight during the night, reporting their movements to two others who were stationed a little farther from them, whence a chain of line-of-battle ships communicated with the *» Victory." Thus, throughout the dark hours, signal lights ami guns Hashed across the waters to Nelson instantaneous information of every noteworthy occurrence in the hostile order.
Since the morning of the litth, tin* weather, line for Home days previous, had become unsettled,  working  up  for  thn southwest gale which wrought HO much damugu among  this victims  of the light.    As the night of tlu* 2^ili  advuncwd, the wind fell, and at midnight there w«»r« only light winterly breezes,  inclining to calm.   The satuo conditions continued at dawn, and throughout tho day of tlm If 1st until at'ti*r the, battle; but there was also a great swell from the westward, the precursor of a storm,    At 4 A. M. tlm British fi**t*fc wore, and was standing northeast when i!i« clay brok«*. •   After leaving C/udi/., in onler tt» avoid s«^»arattons tturing the night, or in thick weather, tin* combined fleets hail U»«*a disposed in fiv-e columnn,  a formation  whosu  c*!iiii|»at'tiit^% though not suited to an engagement, was II?SH liabh; to stnn*-gling than a single long lim% and brotiglifc all farts iuor«? directly under the control of the c'titiim«iiuler-iiiH»hi«*f at centre.    Of the five, the two to windward, of nix constituted a reserve, similar to Nelson's proposed iletut^hiniMit of eight.   It was commanded by Admiral itravina, and was intended to reinforce nuoh pint of the kittles as            ii|i|>i*jir
to recpiiro it; an object for which the windward of the utmost moment, as it        for all                         in
day.   This advantage the allies did not          011 the
of Trafalgar.    When VHleneuve, therefore, fornuul tli« line of battle, these twelve ships were at once inuorfiorated with it, taking the lead of their order as it stood to tin* southward, with the wind at west-northwest, —a long t?olumn over five miles of sea from end to end.
In a general sense, then, it may lm said that, wlicii